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I am told, friends, that an American 
audience does not need or want argu¬ 
ment; an Indian audience on the contrary ' 
likes argument. In England we are a 
little bit more slow witted than you are 
in America, and so we do need a certain 
amount of argument. In America, ap¬ 
parently, you see things even before they 
are uttered. So that my task should be 
a comparatively simple one for almost 
my very vocal silence might acquaint 
you with the theme of which I desire to 
claim your attention. However, we will 
assume that you need an observation 
here and there, just to slow down the 
rapidity of your capacity for assimilation. 
And so I shall venture to break the sil¬ 
ence which otherwise might be so effec- 
t i v e . 

I will start with an assertion, and that 
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assertion is that the world is divinely 
governed and that all things in the world, 
all movements, all life, all tilings in the 
world are directed to a definitely perceiv¬ 
ed end, so that nothing happens without 
purpose, so that there is no such thing as 
chance or luck. All things move under 
law and all law exists to bring about great 
results, great effects. So that there isn’t 
anything that happens anywhere, wheth¬ 
er in this world or in any other, which 
has not its purpose, which is not gradu¬ 
ally growing to a great fructification, a 
great consummation; nothing anywhere, 
whether collective or individual. Each 
one of you has his purpose; each one of 
you is working his purpose out slowly and 
by degrees, and soon, I trust, we shall get 
rid of the modern superstition that there 
is only one life in which to grow, only one 
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life in which to achieve. Go back a few 
centuries, and you will perceive Christi¬ 
anity accepting the doctrine of rebirth, 
giving people time in which to grow, time 
in which to realize their dreams, time in 
which to fulfill their missions, but owing 
to one cause and another, that great truth 
of Christianity on which it was unneces¬ 
sary for the Christ to lay stress, for it was 
a commonplace in those days, that great 
truth fell into desuetude, so you find in 
the Western world today, tho not in 
the Eastern world, you find strange 
people who seem to believe that there is 
only one life in which to fulfill those won¬ 
drous words of the Christ: “Be ye there¬ 
fore perfect even as My Father in heaven 
is perfect.” I shall assume that you are 
here, not under the influence of that nar¬ 
rowing superstition, that you realize that 
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this life is but an episode, is but a rung 
on the great ladder of evolution, so that 
you have behind you a great past, a long 
past, in which you have climbed up to 
your present stature, and that there lie 
before you many rungs of this great lad¬ 
der on which you shall climb to the great 
future that awaits us all. 

And, as in the case of individuals, so in 
the case of nations, and I should like you 
to look over the nations of the world and 
to realize that every nation has its des¬ 
tiny, has its purpose, is governed other¬ 
wise than by the foolish governments 
which men form. I would have you 
realize that every nation has its purpose, 
has its destiny, and is gradually, slowly 
working toward it, sometimes fulfilling it, 
sometimes of course unable to fulfill it 
and therefore breaking into ruin, but 
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upon the birth of every nation is placed 
the great hope that the true government 
of the world has for that nation. Every 
country in the world, whether present or 
past, has had its opportunity, has had its 
possibility, has had in front of it the op¬ 
portunity to become great, to grow in 
spiritual stature and to render world ser¬ 
vice. Some countries disappeared, part¬ 
ly fulfilling, partly failing: Rome was 
one, Greece was one. Many an empire 
has failed because of some disintegrating 
element entering into the constitution of 
the country. Some countries have failed 
and disappeared and are no more. Other 
countries live still, and it remains to be 
seen whether they will grow strong 
enough, pure enough, unselfish enough, to 
fulfill their own destiny as regards them¬ 
selves and to fit into the universal har- 
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raony, into which they should bring a 
great and beautiful note. That which is 
true of all countries is in wonderful meas¬ 
ure true of two specific countries in the 
world, India, America. 

India is the great home of spirituality, 
the great mother nation of the world. 
Age old is her civilization. Every form 
of government which you know today, 
India has had in her past. The ballot 
box, which so far as you are concerned, 
comes, I believe, in its present manipula¬ 
tion, from Australia, that ballot box, that 
ballot system was known in ancient India. 
The democracy you have today, which 
some people think dates from Greece or 
Rome, that was known in India. Not a 
single form of government which we 
know today was unknown in practice in 
ancient India. Verily is India the great 
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home of nationality of whatever kind, and 
every country in the West is a child of 
India, in one sense. The greatest philo¬ 
sophy, the greatest spirituality, that is to 
be found even now in India. The most 
beautiful type of living is to be found in 
India today. The peasants, the working 
people in India,—they are nature’s truest 
gentlemen, in the real sense of that word. 
India has set the tone of civilization. 
Having set the tone, she slept, and now 
she is awaking again, once more to sound 
her great note of spirituality in its essen¬ 
tial form; and so, looking forward into 
the future for India, one sees her take her 
place as one of the great nations of the 
world, and one sees how she w ill influence 
every nation, how ? every nation will come 
to respect and reverence her, so that she 
resumes her place as the mother of 
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nations. 

America is equally interesting, an 
equally wonderful country. I have trav¬ 
eled thruout most countries in the world, 
studying the national tendencies of each 
country, striving to perceive the national 
note, the national hope, the national as¬ 
piration, the national destiny. I have 
found everywhere great hope; I have per¬ 
ceived in every nation a specific destiny. 
I have no time, of course, to go into the 
details of my discoveries along that line. 
And then I came to America. I came to 
study America, when all of a sudden I 
perceived that America was not like other 
countries; that she had a specific, special 
mission of her own, which made her 
people a chosen people and gave them 
opportunities such as exist for no other 
nation in the world save India. Realiz- 
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ing that in the very atmosphere of this 
country, I began to wonder what kind of 
dedication it was that took place when 
America was born; to what she was con¬ 
secrated. What was her purpose? What 
was the will of the Elder Brethern, of the 
true, the inner, the divine Government of 
the world? What was Their will for 
America? Of that inner Government, I 
can say I had already some knowledge. 
I knew some of these Elder Brethern; I 
knew how They were working, apparent¬ 
ly behind the scenes; I knew how They 
were striving to mould and guide Their 
world. I came into touch with Them be¬ 
cause it was my ambition to be a world 
citizen and to place myself entirely at 
Their disposal for service in any part of 
the world in which it might please Them 
to place me. I had no desire save for 
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service. Leaving Cambridge University, 
1 felt the only tiling I could do would be 
to help wherever I could, and I looked 
back upon a long line of great men and 
women, heroes and heroines, martyrs, 
saints and geniuses, and I said to my¬ 
self: “I will strive to follow, feebly tho 
it be, humbly, of necessity, still I will 
strive to follow in Their footsteps; I will 
strive where I can to be all things to all 
men. Go where I may, I will strive to 
understand the people, be with them, 
stand with them, help them, serve them 
to the best of my power.” And as that 
desire became stronger, and as little by 
little, with the help of older friends, I 
was able to fulfill this objectively, I came 
into touch with one or other of these 
Elder Bret hern, Who are the great Sav¬ 
iors of the race, and coming into touch 
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with Them, realizing Their wisdom, still 
more did I strive to serve and to serve as 
They wished service, and so I have trav¬ 
eled here and there, striving to fulfill 
Their Will, striving to be one of Their 
messengers to the outer world. And then 
1 came to America, and coming to Amer¬ 
ica, not thinking there was anything 
much for me to say, feeling there must be 
much more for me to learn in this great 
country of yours than to say, I started by 
studying, and then all of a sudden it 
dawned upon me, thru Their help and 
thru Their guidance, that I was in the 
midst of a nation dedicated to great pur¬ 
poses, and that I had better look into 
America’s past to see what the nature of 
this purpose might be, and so I looked 
into America’s past, a short past dating 
back only one hundred fifty years, and 
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yet comparable with the past of almost 
any other country, long and distinguished 
tho that past may be. There is nothing 
more wonderful, nothing more remark¬ 
able, nothing more stirring and inspiring 
than to read American history. When 
you realize that America is consecrated 
to a great end, when you realize there is a 
great purpose before her,—when you rea¬ 
lize those things, then you see how step 
by step America has been guided to the 
place she occupies today, and you begin 
to wonder how many citizens in America, 
how many sons and daughters of America 
realize they are Americans for the service 
of their country far more than for their 
personal advantage. You wonder how 
far they can look down the vistas of his¬ 
tory, their own history and realize that 
every great moment in that history 
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should had an echo in their hearts and in 
their lives. 

How did America come into existence 
before the Declaration of Independence? 
Already these Elder Brethern were begin¬ 
ning to gather together types of people 
who could fulfill the destiny They hoped 
from the nation which should emerge out 
of them. You have those stalwart pil¬ 
grims, men and women ready to stand 
and to die for their faith; you have them 
from Holland; you had them from Eng¬ 
land; you had them from France, the 
Huguenots; you had men and women 
purified in the fire of tribulation, strong, 
stem idealists, ready to suffer for the 
truth to which they clung. That was the 
seed of the American nation, gathered 
from amongst those who had passed thru 
the test in Europe, of trouble, of suffer- 
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ing, of grief and of sacrifice. A holy be¬ 
ginning that, a holy beginning, which lead 
up to that marvelous episode in world 
history, the Declaration of Independence. 
One sees quite clearly that had England 
been governed otherwise than she was, 
your nation might have been in closer 
unity with the British Empire even than 
she is at the present time. The people 
of England always loved freedom; the 
people of England would have perceived 
their duty, but those at the top, so often 
tyrannical, so often selfish, so often re¬ 
gardful of their own personal interests,— 
they sought for pride and for power, and 
the result was the inevitable separation. 
So America had to go on her own wey, 
and she was sent forth thru that great 
achievement, as I venture to think it was, 
of the signing of that Declaration of In- 
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dependence. I think it was Benjamin 
Franklin, who said at the time: “We 
must either hang together or be hanged 
separately,” and they chose to hang to¬ 
gether, but there was every possibility 
of hanging together proving in vain. The 
forces arrayed against them were almost 
overwhelming; they were a handful, and 
yet not one of them but stood firm and 
the whole spirit of that Declaration of 
Independence was the spirit of life, of 
liberty and of the pursuit of happiness, 
a very remarkable beginning for national 
life, the pursuit of happiness. It is not 
necessary for me to remind you of the 
great Americans who signed that Declar¬ 
ation, nor of the great Americans who led 
America on to the great Constitution, 
under which she now works. Those men 
and women made America possible* 
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Those men and women have given to Am¬ 
erica the opportunity that is before her 
today, accept it or reject it as she will, 
and so you find the spirit of happiness 
brooding over the people. True, there 
was the Civil War, but on both sides there 
were gentlemen conducting the Civil 
War. I remember as a boy reading a 
most delightful book on General Lee by 
G. A. Henly, entitled “With Lee in Vir¬ 
ginia," and I felt to myself at that mom¬ 
ent, I must belong to the South, I couldn’t 
conceive any greater joy or happiness 
than following that great gentleman, 
General Lee, and then I read a book about 
President Lincoln, and I was torn be¬ 
tween South and North. And the result 
of there being gentlemen on both sides 
was the early settling in a spirit of good 
will of those quarrels which for the time 
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being had rent this fair land. So in I860 
you find President Lincoln on his re-elec¬ 
tion, saying: “With malice toward none, 
with charity for all, with firmness in the 
right, as God gives us to see the right/’ 
Fine words. So unlike the words one 
hears from contemporary' rulers in Eu¬ 
rope. What a different stamp of ruler 
here in America from the stamp we have 
had of rulers over in the old countries. 
No wonder America had her opportunity. 
You have in the same strain that remark¬ 
able utterance of President Wilson in 
1917. “We have no quarrel with the 
German people. It was not upon their 
impulse that their government acted in 
entering upon the War,” words which 
were used almost exactly by those who 
declared the Independence of America, 
when they were speaking of the English 
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people. No quarrel with people. Quar¬ 
rels with rulers, yes, but not with people. 
America has thruout her history', if she 
has quarreled at all, she has quarreled 
with tyranny; she has quarreled with op¬ 
pression; she has quarreled with injus¬ 
tice, but she has never quarreled with the 
peoples of any land. That is a great and 
wonderful privilege for you, and in all 
this righteous and noble setting of life 
there entered the Constitution, the most 
remarkable constitution that the world 
has ever seen, a constitution based upon 
that magnificent Declaration, but a Con¬ 
stitution susceptible to modification as 
the people grow, and so you have had in¬ 
numerable amendments, nineteen alto¬ 
gether, a likely twentieth, and I hope a 
few more. You have had some remark¬ 
able amendments to the Constitution. 
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Take the Eighteenth Amendment, for ex¬ 
ample. I candidly confess to you that I 
regard that amendment as one of the 
most significant amendments in the whole 
history of the modification of your Con¬ 
stitution, a surgical operation it was, a 
surgical operation under which some 
people today writhe, because there are 
such people as bootleggers, yet to a for¬ 
eigner who likes clean living, and desires 
to see the citizenship of a country honor¬ 
ed, to such a foreigner prohibition is a 
blessing, even tho it be prohibition. As 
for the bootleggers, the sooner they are 
deprived of their American citizenship, 
the better for America. If I were the 
ruling authority in the United States, I 
should not prosecute these people. They 
are not worth prosecuting. They are be¬ 
neath contempt, for they do not realize 
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that the whole strength and power of the 
American nation depends upon the ob¬ 
servance of law and of order. If you do 
not approve of a law, if you think a law 
is wrong, break it, but break it with the 
cognizance of those whose business it is 
to preserve the law. I should break the 
law in the presence of as many guardians 
of the law as I could discover, so that, 
having broken the law, the retribution of 
the law might descend upon me unerring¬ 
ly and swiftly. When I was taken up by 
the Madras Government in India, for 
working for home rule for India and the 
police came to the “New India” office 
where we were working and tapped me on 
the shoulder, indicating that they wanted 
me, they were quite at liberty to have me. 
It was their duty to have me. But these 
bootleggers, don’t prosecute them; don’t 
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waste money on that; deprive them of 
their American citizenship. They de¬ 
serve it. 

That eighteenth amendment, was fol¬ 
lowed, as you know, by the nineteenth 
amendment, far too long delayed, woman 
suffrage. The nineteenth amendment 
did confer suffrage rights upon woman, 
but we shall need somthing more in that 
direction, since the women of every 
country are the heart and the hope of 
that country, and so far as I am concern¬ 
ed, if I were an omnipotent personage, I 
should be prepared, save for certain con¬ 
siderations that are obvious, I should be 
quite prepared to sweep away the men 
and leave the women, for everywhere I 
have been the women have more of the 
sense of national life than the men. The 
women have more of the power and more 
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of the sacrifice, upon which the future of 
all countries depends. The men, yes, 
they are all very well in their way, but 
look what a mess men have made of gov¬ 
ernment thruout the world. 

Then you have the twentieth amend¬ 
ment, which has already passed Congress, 
and which is destined to make it possible 
to regulate the labor of children in this 
country, a more important thing, which 
awaits ratification from a majority of 
the states. I have another amendment 
to propose, the Arundale amendment, in 
which I hope you will take up and sub¬ 
stitute your name for mine if it will help 
the amendment in any way to be more 
effective. Believing in this great future 
for America, the exact nature of which I 
will disclose to you in a moment, believ¬ 
ing in that, I see that unless you give the 
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rights of American citizenship to the ani¬ 
mals in your country, you won’t go as far 
as you ought to go. Animals are no less 
citizens than you are. They have per¬ 
haps less means of expressing themselves, 
but they have their rights. They are 
Americans, and those Americans you send 
by millions to the stock yards and dis¬ 
grace the honor of your country thereby. 
We must wipe away that stain on Amer¬ 
ica, as me must wipe away a similar stain 
on almost every country, save except per¬ 
haps the country of harmlessness, India. 
You don’t need meat. Meat is the cause 
of pain, the cause of disease. When you 
eat meat, you eat pain, you eat flesh 
which is impregnated with the horror the 
animal has, with the fear, wdth the terror, 
with the agony which the animal experi¬ 
ences on being lead up to the slaughter 
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house. But what generally do people 
care, one way or the other. They go on 
eating meat because it is convenient to 
eat it. But we want in America, even if 
we cannot get it in any other part of the 
world, we want women and men of 
thought and faith who will extend the 
brotherhood they recognize for humanity 
to subhuman kingdoms as well. Let 
those who want to eat meat be required 
to kill the animals themselves, and not be 
allowed to have the horrible work done 
by others. That is the tw’enty-first 
amendment to your Constitution, and I 
do beg you all to work for it. If you love 
America, work for the things which Am¬ 
erica needs. It matters no whit that you 
should work alone. All great causes be¬ 
gan with one single individual, and that 
individual lived amidst persecution, 
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amidst tyrannies, perhaps suitering death 
tor the cause in which he believed, and 
ine cause has lived, has grown, has be¬ 
come perhaps a matter of public opinion, 
because he by himself suffered. Are 
there not a few here who will take up this, 
that or the other cause and purge Am¬ 
erica of the blemishes which rest today 
on her fair name? 

You have in America three qualities, 
which are part of the dedication. You 
have a sense of brotherhood; you have a 
practical idealism, sometimes too much, 
sometimes too dogmatic, sometimes too 
full of tyranny. Sometimes there are 
practical idealists who wish everybody to 
be exactly like themselves. Not quite so 
good, because that would of course be 
impossible, but still not an immeasur¬ 
able distance behind them, much like 
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themselves. Well, that is of course a lit¬ 
tle unfortunate in some ways because it 
doesn’t much matter what road an indi¬ 
vidual travels so long as he travels sin¬ 
cerely and full of good will. Nevertheless 
to have practical ideals is a great asset, 
and America is the home of practical 
idealism. Any idealist from any part of 
the world can come here and set forth his 
ideal and be received kindly. Well, here 
is one of them. (Pointing to himself). 
Practical idealism, and then your third 
great qualification, which is the essence 
of your message to the world, the spiritu¬ 
alization of material things. You are a 
business-like people. You are prosper- 
o u s. 

Has that prosperity spoiled you? Is 
it spoiling you? It is a very important 
question to answer, for if prosperity 
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spoils you, then you will go the way of 
other nations which prosperity, prostitu¬ 
ted into luxury, has ruined. It is a great 
test for a nation to have prosperity. 
Rome had prosperity; Greece had pros¬ 
perity, Egypt had prosperity. Where 
are those nations now? India had pros¬ 
perity. She suffered altho she did not 
die, for reasons into which I have no time 
to enter. America today has prosperity, 
she is the most prosperous country in the 
world. Is she standing her prosperity? 
Is she using her prosperity well? Now 
my answer to that question is that she is. 
She is justifying it, for in the midst of 
the prosperity, in the mundane business 
capacity, mundane competition, mun¬ 
dane wealth, there is a sense of duty to 
the community. That is the saving 
grace of your prosperity. In other words. 
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you are learning slowly, to spiritualize 
your business, and when I say to spiritu¬ 
alize your business, I simply mean to 
make your business full of good will. 
There is only one definition of spirituality 
which is of any value in this outer world 
of ours, good will, kindliness, brother¬ 
liness. 

When the Christ came two thousand 
years ago, twenty centuries ago, when He 
came then, He had no special message to 
deliver, no intricate complicated message 
to deliver, simply brotherliness, one sup¬ 
reme commandment, good will. That is 
all. He lived for that; He died for that, 
and we have forgotten that midst the 
dogmas and the doctorines which we 
have superimposed upon that simple and 
pure foundation of life. But you in your 
business world don’t think of dogmas and 
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doctrines. You don't think of these 
metaphysical intricacies which have been 
invented by subtle, and if I may say so, 
foolish brains. You think of good will, 
kindliness, helpfulness, and that is the 
way in which you are spiritualizing mat¬ 
erial things, so that the world may learn 
to realize with you that even luxuries, all 
these things, material happiness, are con¬ 
sistent, can be made compatible, w r ith the 
living of the spiritual life, and so you will 
be able to say a rich man, or at least a rich 
American, can enter the kingdom of heav¬ 
en. I do not say all rich American men 
are going to enter the kingdom of heaven, 
but the w’hole spirit is to make riches 
compatible with service, simplicity, kind¬ 
liness and brotherhood. 

There you have America as in outline I 
perceive her, and now’ let us come to what 
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really matters, to what all this is leading 
up, whether you realize the fact or not. 
I spoke of the inner Government of the 
world and of these Elder Brethern hiding 
behind the scenes, yet giving rein to indi¬ 
vidual freedom. We are not coerced. 
We grow as we will, tho we cannot in the 
long run fail, not in the long run. We are 
not coerced, and so just as mothers from 
time to time, teaching their children to 
learn how to walk, keep a little distance 
off and let the little child struggle to its 
feet, totter along, tumble, perhaps cry a 
little, the mother in the background 
watching these failures and these succes¬ 
ses, realizing the necessity of them if the 
child is to learn to stand on its feet of its 
own accord, so do the Elder Brethern of 
the race,—They remain a little in the 
background that we may learn our free- 
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dom and learn to use our freedom, our 
own growth, learning thru failure, learn¬ 
ing thru difficulty, learning thru trouble, 
thru sorrow, thru suffering. These 
things are the nurses which train us to 
find the God within even before we come 
into touch with the gods without, but the 
inner Government exists all the time, and 
when you have learned to stand on your 
own feet, when you care nothing save 
for the things for which They care, name¬ 
ly the service of the world, then you 
come to know Them, and from Them 
come indications as to the future, and to 
some of us who know these Elder Broth¬ 
ers, who talk with Them and learn from 
Them, to some of us came the message of 
the return of the great World Teacher, 
Whom you in Western lands know as the 
Christ, and we knew, as perhaps some do 
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not know in the world that twenty cen¬ 
turies ago the Christ entered the body of 
His disciple Jesus and worked thru that 
body for three eventful years, failing ap¬ 
parently, murdered by the ordinary 
people of the time, and yet building the 
foundation of a mighty Christian civil¬ 
ization, the beauty and magnificence of 
which we hardly realize as yet, and today 
He comes again, as He came before, thru 
the vehicle of one of His disciples, en¬ 
trusted to the care of some of the Breth- 
ern living in the outer world, a body 
which has now grown to fine stature, and 
thru which the Christ will once again 
proclaim in modem terms and suited to 
modern conditions His eternal and infin¬ 
itely simple message. He came among 
you last year and was kindly received by 
the press and by the public, and his name, 
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as you may remember, some of you, was 
Krishnamurti. Not that he is the Christ. 
The Christ, as some of us know Him, is a 
figure too magnificent to permit of limi¬ 
tation with any human form, however 
marvelous. And in addition to that, 
there is brooding over the whole world in 
each one of us, in all that lives there is 
the Christ life, and yet from time to time, 
this Christ life, as it were, concentrates 
in part thru a special channel, so that a 
word, a sentence, a truth may be given 
thru human lips, as happened when the 
Christ was last on earth, and little by lit¬ 
tle that vehicle will accustom itself to 
the great Being Who reflects Himself in 
part thru it, and as you will find, as the 
years pass, a great message will come to 
you. Two thousand years ago Christ 
was killed, murdered by people just like 
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us, respectable churchgoing people, fol¬ 
lowers of the law as then revealed. Such 
people murdered Him because He was so 
great that their pettiness could not allow 
them to reach Him. He comes again, 
not to give some new truth, not to tell us 
anything that we do not already know. 
Each one of us has all the truth he needs 
for his growth, but we do not follow it. 
We disregard it; we forget it, and so the 
great Teacher comes again to remind us 
of the truths which lead us into salvation 
and into life eternal, and I say to you that 
America came into the world, was born 
amidst the sacrifices of its early years, has 
had its great men and women, has been 
brought to its present, prepared, so that 
perchance, if the American nation wills, 
it may stand by the side of the Christ, 
honoring Him, respecting Him, guarding 
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Him from hatred and from ignorance. 
On the one side shall America stand; on 
the other side that country which has won 
the right to stand by Him because it has 
never yet rejected any great teacher, no 
matter of what faith,— INDIA. INDIA 
on the one side of the Christ, AMERICA 
on the other! And the other nations 
learning to respect, learning to appreci¬ 
ate, learning at least to listen because you 
have set the example of listening and 
learning, and perhaps, even, if you are big 
enough, if you are Christlike enough in 
this country, perchance of following Him 
and making His stay this time longer 
than it was so many centuries ago. The 
East on His right, and you, representing 
the West, on his left. That is before you. 
I know these things. You can’t prove 
them; you can’t even argue them, save 
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that you can prove to this extent. You 
can say, is it impossible for great Teach¬ 
ers to come? It is not impossible for 
They have come in the past. Is it un¬ 
likely? Yes, at any particular time it is 
unlikely, because great Teachers come 
only at rare intervals. Is it unlikely 
now? No, because the world is young 
again. It is groping again after truth. 
It is a new world in which we live since 
the great World War, and to this new 
child world, groping after new' ideals, 
after a realization of ancient truths in 
modern garb, to such a world surely w'ill 
come a great Teacher, to set it on its feet, 
to guide it on the path it has to tread. 
The more you think over these things, the 
more you realize as you compare the cir¬ 
cumstances and conditions under which 
great Teachers have come in the past, the 
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more you realize such conditions exist 
today, almost in every particular. So at 
last you are forced to the conclusion, if 
logic is true, a great Teacher, no matter 
what His name shall be, a great Teacher 
must come at such a time as this to restate 
for us the ancient and eternal truths, and 
I want America to look. We cannot yet 
expect America to follow. It takes time, 
but you have intuition, you have the 
spirit of brotherhood, you have the spirit 
of kindliness, of tolerance. These things 
you have. I know you have them, tho 
perhaps you who apparently know your 
country better, may because of that very 
familiarity, not know your country quite 
so well. I who am on the lookout for 
great things in every country, I perceive 
how you can receive the Christ as no 
other country could be expected to receive 
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Him. 1 perhaps do not expect you will 
say: “There is the Christ.” I do not 
expect you will rush in large numbers, in 
your majorities, to follow Him, but at 
least you will look at Him, and you will 
say He is great; you will say He says wise 
things, and you may wonder Who He is, 
and at least you will say He shall have a 
home here in America, even if He can 
have no home elsewhere. Those things 
you can say. You can wonder; you can 
follow Him so far as to hope; it may per¬ 
chance be that this man Who speaks so 
much like that great Teacher of our path 
may have something to do with Him. 
Great men do come to the world from 
time to time. Why not in such times as 
this, a supremely great man? But so far 
as I perceive, my brethern, there is noth¬ 
ing but hope for you all. To this end 
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you have been born; you have been nur¬ 
tured thru difficulty and trouble and 
sacrifice to this end, and what greater end 
could any nation have than to serve and 
follow and guard the Christ? It seems 
almost too good to be true. It seems 
wonderful; it seems strange; it is like 
nothing you have heard before; it is out¬ 
side the normal flow of your thoughts. 
You live your ordinary business life, 
following your ordinary avocations, your 
ordinary duties, ordinary amusements, 
ordinary pleasures; you live dominated 
by the ordinary, and yet sometimes it 
may be that the extraordinary knocks at 
your door. Shall you remain ordinary? 
Shall you remain mediocre, or, inspired 
by the extraordinary, become great? 
Like attracts like. 

I want wherever I go thru this land to 
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sound this one note. America has been 
born to a great purpose. The whole of 
her history shows her preparation; the 
whole of her history shows a mighty 
vision. Now the Christ thru His vehicle 
is in our midst. What shall be the 
answer of those who have had so much, 
who now must give their very hearts? 
Other nations because of their poverty, 
because of their misery, because of their 
trouble, they might well be expected to 
pass Him by, but you are happy, you are 
joyous, you have on the whole far fewer 
cares than other people, for you know 
what peace is, you know what brotherli¬ 
ness is. There is an atmosphere in Am¬ 
erica which makes one think of the whole 
nation as one big family. It is true you 
have forty-eight states, but yet there is 
one great family, with the heart of the 
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family, 1 suppose, in this beautiful Cali¬ 
fornia of yours, but you have that family, 
and into that family He comes, and com¬ 
ing into that family 1 feel sure from what 
I know of America that you will respect 
Him and cherish Him, and in time to 
come you will love Him and you will be 
His missionaries thruout the world. You 
will see to it that everywhere He is 
known. You will see to it that every¬ 
where He is honored, because you honor 
Him, and so America shall indeed be in 
the future that which India has been in 
the past, a blessed land, and I beg all of 
you who love your country, who are proud 
of your American citizenship, who realize 
that you do indeed belong to God’s own 
country, a special country of His as in¬ 
deed America is,—you who feel like that 
will be on the lookout for some great ser- 
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vice you can render to the world, will see 
if you can perceive some outstanding 
greatness moving among you, worthy of 
your attention, worthy of your respect, 
and your good will. I think you will per¬ 
ceive such a one, and then America will 
have achieved the hopes of this inner 
Government of the world, and if you can 
make the world a place fit for great men 
and women to live in, then the time will 
come when these Elder Brothers of the 
race, at present watching us making our 
slow and halting footsteps to our freedom, 
to our spiritual stature, when these Elder 
Brethern, realizing They can live among 
you without thwarting you, without dom¬ 
inating you, can live amongst you as 
Elder Brothers, as comrades and friends, 
will come into your world, and the great 
circle of brotherhood, at present broken. 
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shall be made complete and the Christ 
and the iShri Krishna and all the great 
saints and martyrs, whom some people 
think dead, but who live as never they 
lived before, who cherish the world as 
ever they have cherished it, these Great 
Ones will come and live among us, walk 
among us, shining Lights to us all, and 
inspire us wonderfully to draw the God 
within us from its imprisonment into the 
open air of freedom. 

As you do this, as you think of these 
great possibilities, I beg of you to remem¬ 
ber that those who are the fathers of your 
race, the great ones who have made Am¬ 
erican history; they are not dead; they 
live, they watch over you,—the great 
names besprinkling the pages of Ameri¬ 
can history, they watch over you; they 
inspire you; they strive to guide you; 


— 47 — 



they love and serve America as they loved 
and served America in days gone by. 
They are all here too; the great among 
them draw near to us all. My prayer is 
that this great land, this land of promise, 
this land of hope may be one of God’s 
mightiest messengers to proclaim good 
will based upon love and to bring the 
world nearer and nearer to that universal 
brotherhood which at last awaits her. 


— 48 — 










